REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

09 February 1998 


Name of applicant/court: 

The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 


Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Video Unlimited (NZ) Ltd 


Title of Publication: 

The Video Adventures of Peeping Tom 


Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 


Director: 

Tom Stone 


Producer: 

Tom Stone 


Publisher: 

Not Applicable 


Author: 

Not Applicable 


Format: 

Video Recording VPIS/PAL 


Country of Origin: 

USA 


Language: 

English 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: The Video Adventures of Peeping Tom Running time: 

112.57 

Trailers: Nil 

Running time: 


Excision/Alteration: No. 

Total Running time: 

112.57 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled The Video Adventures of Peeping Tom is classified as: 
Objectionable. 

The Video Adventures of Peeping Tom is a video recording which focuses on explicitly 
depicted scenes of sexual activity. The publication is objectionable because it 
promotes and encourages to a large extent and in a salacious manner, activities 
considered under s3(3)(d) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act), including indecent exposure, sexual acts in public places, and illicit 
voyeurism. The illicit voyeurism consists of a cameraman depicted sneaking about 
surreptitiously recording sexual activity. The indecent exposure, sexual acts in public 
places, and illicit voyeurism, are offences under New Zealand law. The availably of 
the above publication is considered to be likely to be injurious to the public good 
because these offences are normalized in a publication intended for sexual titillation. 
The publication has moderately impactful degrading, dehumanising and demeaning 
elements, which result from the biased focus on women’s bodies as objects for the 
sexual gratification of the viewer. Consideration has been given to the applicability of 
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). The possibility of excisions was 
considered, but the ‘peeping Tom’ behaviour was sufficiently pervasive and dominant 
in its effect within the publication, that excisions would not have removed the likely 
injury to the public good. Therefore on balance the matters described under s3(3) of 
the FVPC Act outweigh the rights and freedoms provided under the NZBR Act. 
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